
November 15, 2021 
 

CITY OF CONWAY 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CONWAY CITY HALL 
229 MAIN STREET, CONWAY 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2021 - 4:00 P.M. 
   

PRESENT:  Mayor Barbara Blain-Bellamy, Jean Timbes, Mayor Pro Tem  
Council Members:  William Goldfinch, Shane Hubbard, Alex Hyman, Justin Jordan, Larry White 
 
STAFF:  Adam Emrick, City Administrator; Mary Catherine Hyman, Deputy Administrator; 
John Rogers, Deputy Administrator/ Grants & Special Projects Director; Jeff Leveille, 
Technology Services Director; Allison Hardin, Planning & Development Director; Allison 
Williams, Finance Director; June Wood, Public Information Officer; Dale Long, Police Chief ; 
Wayne Calhoun, Police; Steven Pearce, Police; Reggie Jenerette, Solid Waste Director; Robert 
Cooper, Building Official; Katie Dennis, Code Enforcement; Ashley Smith, Recreation Director; 
Le Hendrick, Fire Chief; Kayla Fleming, Associate Judge; James Friday, Public Utilities 
Director; Braxton Fleming, Public Works Superintendent; Lynn Smith, Human Resource 
Director; Janic Hopkins, Program Coordinator; and Alicia Shelley, City Clerk.    
 
OTHERS:  Rev. Jerry Faulk, Julie Hardwick, Beth Helms, Amanda Butler, Robert Turner, Jimmy 
Jordan and approximately 10 others. 
  
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Blain-Bellamy called the meeting to order.  Blain Bellamy gave the 
invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
The requirements for posting notice of this meeting under South Carolina’s Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) were met. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Motion:  White made a motion, seconded by Timbes, to approve 
the November 15, 2021 meeting agenda.  Vote:  Unanimous. Motion carried. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Final Reading of Ordinance #2021-11-15 (A) adopting a revised Business License 
Ordinance  

 
B. Final Reading of Ordinance #ZA2021-11-15 (B) to annex approximately 1 acre of 

property located at 3158 Cultra Rd (PIN 337-03-02-0037) and request to rezone from 
Horry County Residential (SF40) to City of Conway Low/Medium Density 
Residential District (R-1)   
 

C. Resolution accepting dedication of roadways and drainage system in Rosehaven 
Subdivision Phase IV (Biscane Court, Floribunda Lane, Creel Street and Ackerrose 
Drive) 
 

D. Approval of November 1, 2021 Minutes 
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APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA:  Motion:  Hyman made a motion, seconded by 
Goldfinch, to approve the November 15, 2021 consent agenda.  Vote:  Unanimous.  Motion carried 
   
PUBLIC INPUT:  
 
Rev. Jerry Faulk stated that the community is still waiting on information regarding the 
Whittemore Elementary School.  He wanted to know the size of the community center, if the $20 
million price tag was to renovate or if the push was to not want to put something on that side of 
town.      
 
There was no further public input.  Motion:  White made a motion, seconded by Timbes, to close 
public input.  Vote:  Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Blain-Bellamy said that she was at the Whittemore meeting and did not speak, as it was an open 
meeting with nothing specific planned.  She said that $20 Million is a lot of money.  She reminded 
everyone that city hall was put on hold again due to the high price.  She said she does think that 
there should still be discussions, planning and working together on the Whittemore Elementary 
School project.  She hopes to have a community center there one day.  She said that there are no 
secrets and would gladly give any documents that she has to the community.   
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION: 
 

A. Employee of the Month – Public Safety – September – Long presented Detective Jeff 
Jordan and Detective Richard Schoonmaker (not present) with an award certificate for 
Employee of the Month for September.   
 

B. Employee of the Month – Public Service – October – Smith presented Janic “Mamie” 
Hopkins with an award certificate for Employee of the Month for October.   
 

C. Request to annex 32.76 acres of property at 2615 Nixon Ave (PINs 337-00-00-0014 
and 337-10-3-0001) and rezone from Horry County CFA to City of Conway IN 
(Institutional), and rezone 6.03 acres in the city limits (PIN 337-11-01-0001) from R1 
to IN.  Hardin informed Council that this annexation and rezoning request was submitted 
by Horry County Schools to prepare for a planned replacement for the Whittemore Park 
Middle School.  Neighboring parcels have been annexed and zoned Institutional to 
accommodate a future McLeod Health campus, and Horry County Schools have been in 
communication with McLeod to partner on a proposed shared connection to El Bethel Rd.  
Planning Commission recommended approval of the annexation and the rezoning.   
 
White was concerned about the traffic like the school now has with the long lines out on 
Highway 378.  Hardin said that the school purchased more property so that they have room 
to make long curvy roadways to prevent less blocking in the roadways.   

 
D. Request to annex 19.15 acres of property along SC Hwy 548 (PIN 326-00-00-0047) 

and rezone from Horry County HC (16.4 acres) and Horry County CFA (2.75 acres) 
to City of Conway R2 (Medium Density Residential).  Hardin informed Council that this 
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annexation request was the first of the two requests.  This request is a 19-acre parcel with 
plans to develop a single-family residential neighborhood.  This property is directly 
adjacent to the city limits via shared property lines with Tractor Supply and Quality Inn.  
Planning Commission recommended approval of the annexation. 
 
Goldfinch stated that he has concerns as growth does not pay for itself, and the City’s 
footprint is getting bigger and requiring more police, firemen and other city workers.  
 

E. Request to annex 65.56 acres of property along SC Hwy 548 (PIN 326-00-00-0027) 
and rezone from Horry County CFA (63.46 acres) and Horry County HC (2.1 acres) 
to City of Conway R1 (Low/Medium Density Residential).  Hardin informed Council 
that this request was the second of the two and the larger tract consisting of 65 acres.  She 
said that this parcel is not contiguous without the first request.  Together, both properties 
are proposed to be developed as a residential neighborhood with varying densities.  
Planning Commission recommended approval of the annexation.   

 
FIRST READING: 
 

A. First reading of Ordinance #2021-12-06 (A) amending the Code of Ordinances, Title 
5, Chapter 2 - Flood Damage Prevention Standards.  Dennis stated that the City of 
Conway previously received notification that the proposed flood hazard determinations 
affecting the FIRM and FIS would become effective December 16, 2021.  The adoption of 
this ordinance will continue the City’s eligibility in the NFIP and staff recommends first 
reading of the adoption of the 2019 revised preliminary FIRMs in accordance with NFIP, 
FEMA, and SCDNR guidelines.   

 
Motion:  Hyman made a motion, seconded by Goldfinch, to approve first reading of this 
request. Vote:  Unanimous. Motion carried. 
 

B. First reading of Ordinance #ZA2021-12-06 (B), to include a future right-of-way for 
the Conway Perimeter Road, Phase II, on the official map for the City of Conway, 
and consideration of a Municipal State Highway Project Agreement with SCDOT.  
Hardin informed Council that as part of the initial adoption of a zoning ordinance for the 
City of Conway, the City Council at that time also adopted an official zoning map as 
required in Title 6, Chapter 7, Sections 1210 – 1280 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina. 
Since that adoption, any amendment to the official zoning map is required to go through a 
specific process: review by Planning Commission, hold a public hearing, and two 
successful readings by the City Council.  Amendments to the official zoning maps typically 
occur via rezoning requests, but other information may be included to provide information 
to the community.  On November 8, 2016, Horry County voters supported a one-cent 
Capital Projects Sales Tax for roads that will expire on April 30, 2025.  RIDE III includes 
a second phase of a project called the Conway Perimeter Road. The purpose of this road is 
to improve regional network connectivity between US 378 and US 701 and to contribute 
to the network of perimeter routes for enhanced local mobility.  Phase II of the Conway 
Perimeter Road will extend from US 378 (at El Bethel Road) to US 701 South. The new 
road will feature 4-lanes with median and turning lanes at the intersection and pedestrian 
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facilities, and has an estimated budget of $18.4 million.  The design for Phase II of the 
Conway Perimeter Road was completed this summer, and the project has entered the right-
of-way acquisition process.  During this process, the SCDOT will approach property 
owners along the intended route in order to negotiate a purchase of their property so that 
the road project can be completed.  The right-of-way acquisition process is estimated to 
take two years.  In that time frame, it is possible that property owners along the proposed 
route may request permits and/or rezonings from the City.  If the City were to grant these 
requests, it would further complicate the acquisition process and require more funds than 
initially envisioned.  This type of fund deficit is often made up by taking things away from 
the project, such as pedestrian facilities, which the City’s Comprehensive Plan encourages. 
In order to help keep the Conway Perimeter Road on budget, staff recommends adopting 
an amendment to the official zoning map that lays out the Phase II rights-of-way as 
currently planned by the SCDOT. This would serve to inform the staff, property owners, 
and the public that changes in this area are not advised during the acquisition phase for the 
project.  

 
Hardin stated that in addition, SCDOT has asked the City of Conway to sign a Municipal 
State Highway Project Agreement that consent to the construction of the Conway Perimeter 
Road within the corporate limits of the City of Conway.   
 
Hardin said that Planning Commission recommended approval.   
 
Motion:  Hyman made a motion, seconded by Timbes, to approve first reading of this 
request.  Vote:  Unanimous. Motion carried. 
 

C. First Reading of Ordinance #2021-12-06 (C) amending Code of Ordinances Title 3 
Public Works, Chapter 1 – Streets, Sidewalks and Public Places, Sec. 3-1-33-Public 
conduct during a meeting, assembly or parade regarding Open Carry.  Long stated 
that the South Carolina Legislature enacted the “Open Carry with Training Act” in May 
2021.  The proposed language to be added allows the City of Conway to prohibit open or 
concealed carry of weapons at certain city sponsored special events.   

 
White stated that he has received emails about this safety issue that he supports and 
would like to see this Ordinance carried through.   
 
Motion:  White made a motion, seconded by Goldfinch, to approve first reading of this 
request. Vote:  Unanimous. Motion carried. 
 
Hyman clarified that this is not saying open carry is prohibited throughout the entire town, 
just certain areas.   
 

CONSIDERATION: 
 
A. Consideration of 2022 City Council Meeting Schedule.  Emrick presented the 2022 City 

Council meeting schedule and stated that it is the same format as the past 2 years with two 
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meetings each month with the exception of December, and if the Holiday falls on a Monday 
then the meeting will be on Tuesday.   
 
Motion:  Blain-Bellamy made a motion, seconded by White, to approve the 2022 City 
Council meeting schedule. Vote:  Unanimous. Motion carried. 

 
B. Consideration of Water System Lead and Copper Inventory Bid.  Friday informed 

Council that the EPA established the Lead and Copper Rule in 1991 to protect public health 
and reduce the exposure to lead in drinking water.  A digital material inventory of each 
service line on both the public side and the customer side of the line must be presented to 
the EPA by 2024.  RFP’s were sent to engineering firms, listed on SCBO, and placed on 
the City’s website.  Only one bid was received from 120Water.   

 
Motion:  Blain-Bellamy made a motion, seconded by Goldfinch, to proceed with 120Water 
on the water system lead and copper inventory.  Vote: Unanimous. Motion carried. 

 
C. Consideration of a request for waiver of sidewalk requirements for Spring Oaks.  

Hardin informed Council that this applicant has requested a waiver of sidewalk 
requirements for the proposed subdivision to be located at El Bethel Road.  She stated that 
per the applicant, Horry Electric is installing above ground electrical utilities within the 50- 
ft. landscape buffer along El Bethel road in front of Spring Oaks Subdivision.  The required 
landscaping can be adjusted to accommodate the above ground electrical; however, the guy 
wires for the power poles will encroach upon the sidewalk.  Horry Electric’s requirement 
as well as the physical limitations of the site leave no space for a sidewalk.   
 
Blain-Bellamy recommended postponing until we know exactly where the wiring will be 
situated.   
 
Motion:  Goldfinch made a motion, seconded by Hyman, to defer this request until we 
have more information from Horry Electric.  Vote: Unanimous. Motion carried. 
 

D. Consideration of application for a 2021 Assistance to Firefighters Grant.  Hendrick 
stated that staff is requesting permission to submit an application to FEMA for an 
Assistance to Firefighters grant in the amount of $240, 460.32 to replace 22 airpacks and 
1 self-contained breathing air cascade refill station.  These 22 airpacks need to be replaced 
to meet the minimum requirements of the oldest acceptable NFPA standard that was 
published in 2013.  This purchase would bring all of our SCBAs to the current standard.   
 
Motion:  Goldfinch made a motion, seconded by White, to authorize submission of the 
grant application for this project.  Vote: Unanimous. Motion carried. 

 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: 
 
Emrick informed Council of the following: 

• The City Christmas Tree Lighting Celebration is scheduled for December 2 at 6 p.m. 
The location has moved from Third Avenue to Laurel Street in front of the Town Green. 
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• Tomorrow is the runoff Election. Good luck to both candidates in the runoff and make sure 
you all get out and vote. 

• Tripp Nealy, the owner of the Lower River Warehouse has begun demolition of the 
building. He intends to build a new building in the same style and in the same place and 
elevated 9' to be out of the flood risk area. 

• Today crews began working on the tree wells on Laurel Street where the new street trees 
were planted a few weeks ago. We are trying a new material in these wells that will allow 
water to penetrate into the wells, but will eliminate trip hazards and a lot of the maintenance 
that is required on these areas. It is also healthier for the trees. 

• Overnight Sunday, crews resurfaced Norman Alley and restriped the parking. There are 
few more directional striping pieces to add, but that area is much improved from this work. 

• We got word from SCDOT, that the Main Street Bridge project is delayed by a month. It 
was supposed to wrap up on Halloween. It is now scheduled to go until November 30.  If 
it takes too much longer, it will begin to affect our Christmas activities in that area. 

• Reminder about our Staff and Council Christmas Party on December 7 beginning at 5:30. 
• We have reports tonight from Ashley Smith and Reggie Jenerette.  

 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS: 
Solid Waste – Jenerette informed Council of the following: 

• The Solid Waste Department has one position open, Heavy Equipment Operator 
• Sold 71 carts for the month of October. 
• The first of October, the Solid Waste Department received 500 blue recycle carts from the 

SCDHEC grant, have delivered 271 of those carts and still have over 200 carts left on the 
yard.   

• Beginning July 1, they started renting out dumpsters and have 11 rented out to date.   
• The total bill for the landfill for the month of October was $67,231.60.   

 
Hyman thanked Jenerette for helping the Wounded Nature project. 
 
Goldfinch asked about the recycling of pizza boxes.  Jenerette said that pizza boxes have food 
leftover in them and produce ants and other critters.  Plastic bags blow all over the landfill.  He 
then said that the recycle carts have listed on the side what can and cannot be recycled.   
 
Emrick said that there are slides on the access channel and on social media about what is 
recyclable.   
 
Sports and Fitness Center – Smith informed Council of the following: 

• Special Events - Monster Mash, partnered with CCU, was held on October 30 at the Sports 
and Fitness Center.  It was a great turnout with many kids attending.  

• Athletics - He said that we have over 1400 participate in our fall sports.  Baseball ended 
today.  The football all starts will play today in Florence and the soccer all starts will play 
in Sumter. Basketball registration has also begun.   

• Aquatics – Partnered with Conway High School as they had a small swim team this year.  
Swim lessons/swim team registration continues.   
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• Memberships – During the month of October, 129 new memberships were signed.  433 
youth drop in day passes and 94 new youth memberships were signed in October.   

• Upcoming projects – The parking lot paving has been delayed.  Once the road is complete 
he said that the center will be up to standards with other centers in the state and looking 
forward to hosts more events.  He said that bids are out for the new maintenance building 
and all-purpose field.  He stated that with Rosanne being proactive with grants, the center 
is looking to do some things with disc golf and pickle ball.   

• Upcoming programs – December 1 will be the Third Annual Under the Lights and we have 
130 participants already signed up.  December 2 – 24 will be the Christmas Lights display.  
December 4 will be the Holiday Market in the gym at the Sports and Fitness Center.  
Breakfast with Santa will be held on December 11.  We have secured funds and volunteers 
to feed anyone that wishes to come have Thanksgiving dinner on Monday, November 22 
at the Sports and Fitness Center.  

 
COUNCIL INPUT: 
Hyman asked everyone to pray for the family of Lois Eargle, as she was a great public service in 
our community.  He said that he enjoyed the Coastal Homecoming Parade and got a chance to 
speak to the coach.  He was also excited after hearing Ashley and Reggie’s reports.   
 
Jordan echoed Alex with Mrs. Eargle.  He also enjoyed the Coastal parade and there was a great 
turnout.  He congratulated Beth and William and wished Julie and Amanda good luck.  He then 
said we had a birthday in the house.  (Everyone sang Happy Birthday to Hendrick) 
 
Timbes encouraged everyone to get out and vote.  She said Mrs. Eargle collected lots of tax money 
in this county.  She said the town is starting to look like Christmas and thanked staff for the god 
job.   
 
White stated that he noticed some of the sidewalks behind the courthouse were in poor condition 
and asked that we check on those and others around town. 
 
Goldfinch thanked the Mayor for her comments at the conclusion of public input.  He stated that 
he would like to see the Whittemore Elementary School project through until there is no other 
resolution.  He said that the interested parties need to be patient.  He said that $20 million is the 
most to date and that the public safety building cost only $5 million.  He stated that he is committed 
to work on this and come up with something that will memorialize and pay tribute to the school.  
He said that he brought his son to the meeting today in hopes that young people will get excited 
about the community at an early age.  He was 28 years old when he began and he wants to do all 
he can to engage young people and collaborate with Horry County Schools to be the best and 
people will want to move to Conway and attend the best school around.  He would like to continue 
to work together as we move forward to make the great schools better.   
 
Hubbard gave kudos to Coastal Carolina University and the Recreation Department for the 
homecoming parade.     
 
Blain-Bellamy encouraged everyone to vote tomorrow.  She said that the dedication to the mural 
was wonderful with 200 people participating in the painting and she will always remember where 




